ASKEW PTO MEETING
August 25, 2009
The meeting commenced at 8:01 am.  

PTO President Kris gave a welcome and introduced.   PTO dates are on the calendar and web site and board members have red information folders they should pick up.  All students will receive an information packet the following Tuesday, Sept. 1.  All volunteers will need to fill out the HISD volunteer form.  Open house will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 on Thursday, September 3, 2009.  Askew has their 501(3) C non-profit status this year.    
Dalia spoke about fundraising.  Gift Wrap is Askew’s biggest fundraiser and packets will come out 9/8.  Sales can be made via the computer for out of town friends and relatives.  In addition to wrap, there are chocolates, magazines and other items.  50% of sales go back to Askew and helps pay for playground equipment, smart boards and other needed items.  Any child who sells one item or more will attend a party.
The Carnival will be October 10 and has a “Last Splash” theme.    A Book Fair will be held at school around Grandparents Day in October.  There will be a Spaghetti dinner.  A goal this year is to use raised funds to beautify the courtyard.  Mosaic tiles will be placed on the pillars and an All-star “Hall of Fame” walkway will lead to the courtyard.  
Kim H. spoke about VIPS, Volunteers in Public Schools.  There are many opportunities each month to volunteer and it is a great way to meet people.  April spoke about Membership.  It’s only $10 per family to join the PTO.  There will be a luau party for each child whose family joins and each family receives a school directory.
Treasurer, Jenn O., went over Financials.  Sources of income are on the top.  As a non-profit, Askew is not allowed to carry over large amounts of cash from year to year.  Special projects include improvements to the courtyard and getting smart boards into the classrooms.  Members needing to turn in money or put in for reimbursements can find the forms in room 109.  Many companies match donations to the school or time spent volunteering at the school.  Exxon and Chevron are two such companies.  

Mr. Abraham introduced himself and new Vanguard Coordinator, Denise Engle.  School hours have changed this year, the school is open from 7 am to 7:40 for breakfast.  Breakfast is free for all students.  Classes begin at 7:50 am and end at 3:20 pm, Monday through Thursday.  On Fridays class begins at 7:50 am and ends at 1:20 pm.  Children collect in the cafeteria and are dismissed grade by grade, starting at 7:45 am.  Pre-K and Kinder children are escorted by teachers.  The Y offers after school care on Fridays only for around $30.  All 5 elementary schools in this feeder pattern have early dismissal on Fridays.  Red folders will be going out on Tuesdays, look for the Almanac Newsletter for important dates and information.  Askew’s rating did drop from Recognized to Acceptable with the new rating due to a 3 point difference in Science.  96% of 4th grade passed the written TAKS.  Two 5-day Science Camps will be held this year for students who need to meet the required standards.  Grade speed will go into affect next month.  This will allow parents to keep track of their student’s grades daily and an information session will be held.  The RAPTOR security system requires you to give your driver’s license to Beverly and get a sticker with your photo printed up to wear.  All volunteers must check in with the office when on campus.  

Marie encouraged volunteers to sign up for MARS, Math and Reading Success.  You work one on one for 30 minutes with a child and help them with math or reading.  Teachers will provide a list of students who need help and there are materials available to assist you.  It is a very worthwhile program with a flexible schedule.  Jill spoke about Community Partners who give money back to Askew when you eat there on certain nights.  Fuddruckers night is the 1st Wednesday of the month.  Prince’s night is the 3rd Monday of the month.  Jason’s Deli might have a promotion for Askew in the future.  Kroger and Randall’s have cards/numbers patrons can give so a percentage of purchases go back to Askew.  Formerly Schoolpop, Onecause.com will also give a percentage when you purchase items via their website.  You need to log in and designate Askew as the school of choice.  Askew won $10,000 several years ago for movie tickets purchased via the site.
Almanac Coordinator, Maurita, reminded members to email her on the Thursday before the Tuesday Almanac with submitted articles.  You can email her at mcarrejo@hotmail.com. 

PTO members were thanked for their hard work with Back to School.  Lee G. put together the Teacher Appreciation lunch, Jeanette for the marquee, April and Negar for Hospitality.  A final reminder was given for the Gently Used Book Sale in the spring and to please consider donating old books to the school for the sale.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 am.  

