Askew PTO Minutes February 23, 2010
The meeting commenced at 8:15 am. (17 attended)
Welcome and Recognition
· Kris O. thanked Jenn O. and her committee Carolyn W., Patricia L. and volunteers for doing a great job on the Book Fair it made $200 over budget, and she thanked Marci C. and volunteers for all their hard work in cleaning up the Living Garden. 
Fundraising
Raffle

· Elizabeth B. reported for Deborah C. that donations are coming in and a committee meeting will be scheduled for early next week. 
· Dalia M. explained how the raffle works and April J. talked about the float parade and that it will cost $5.00 to enter.
Treasurer – Financial Report 

· Jennifer O. went over financial report. Gift Wrap amount went up due to internet sales. Jenn O. sent all teachers reminders as to how much money they each have left to spend. 
· Think about how to spend our special project funds. 
· Kris O. said the school supply fund was up due to early ordering.
Special Projects
· Kris O. suggested we spend the special project money on improving the courtyard and having it professionally landscaped.
· Parent suggested awnings at the entrances, so that students would not get wet to and from carpool. It was stated that the PTO had looked into this but it was cost prohibited.

· Another suggestion was to increase the budget for the living garden. 

· Parents made the suggestion of classes adopting certain parts of the living garden. For example one area might be a butterfly garden and another might be an herb garden.
· It was also suggested that a raffle item could be a donation of a marker and a tree to represent a student and his or her family to be planted in the living garden. 
· Another suggestion was to raffle off the right to name the living garden.

· Mr. Abraham suggested contacting Urban Harvest or Texas Wildlife for ideas.

· Marci C. has had suggestions already from Master Gardening.

Membership, Services and Programs

· Parents complained about parents not following carpool procedures and asked about morning safety patrol.

· Ms. Middleton reported that we do not have morning safety patrols due to the kids not arriving on time, not being dressed appropriately for cold weather and that the kids are involved in other activities.

SDMC Meeting Report

· Kris O. reported that teachers responded to complaints about movies being shown to students and not having a rotation on all-day ancillary Fridays.
· Ms. Middleton addressed in detail the lessons that ancillary teachers prepare for Fridays.
Greg Meyers Meeting

· It was discussed that Askew will receive money to upgrade the parking lot.

· In addition, breakfast in the classroom was also discussed. Breakfast will be brought to the students after school begins and should take about 15 minutes to serve per classroom.
Legislative
· Patricia M. reported from the following Advisory Committees
· Magnet Committee – it was reported that the district could not find an outside company willing to audit and evaluate the districts magnet programs, so the issue will go back to the superintendent.
· District Committee – set the beginning date of school to be August 23rd and the end will be June 2nd. The committee is still looking at two different calendar versions. No final decision has been made yet.
· Superintendent Committee – discussed the school calendar, virtual schools (summer), new food services serving homemade items. Building a middle school for older students to be personalized to meet the needs of those students. Grade speed is being used by approximately 10%. It was discussed that kids learn to navigate on Grade speed and can teach their parents. Also, an E - board website was discussed where teachers could post their assignments and upcoming test dates.
President 
· April 1st will be our PTO night meeting. We will vote on new PTO officers. April J. reported we still have several board positions open.
School News – Mr. Abraham
· Students are going to attend the Name That Book Contest.

· We have five groups representing Askew going to the Odyssey of the Mind Regional Contest at Paul Revere on Saturday, February 27th. 

· Students who are invited will attend Saturday tutorials. After school tutorials are still continuing.

· Mr. Abraham stated our school over the next two years would receive bond money to go toward structural repairs, flooring, lighting, security cameras, and bathrooms. Work is scheduled to begin in September. Askew is receiving approximately 4 million dollars of bond money.

· A concern was where would students go during all of this work? T- Buildings and a bathroom will be added during that time.
· Ms. Smith and Ms. Bothe will be returning in March. 

· The new AR Renaissance program will be in place soon.

· Fourth graders will be taking the TAKS writing test next Wednesday (March 3rd) please no parents visiting that day.

· Pre-K – 2 are receiving their smart boards. 

· Math Night was successful.

· This Friday is Go Texan Day.

VIPS
· Science Enrichment for fourth graders needs volunteers for March 11th. Contact Beatrice Bomba.
Ms. Engle – Magnet Coordinator

· A Vanguard camp will be held the week of June 7th – 11th from 8-2:30 more details will follow later.
· A Texas Mission Tour will be offered for incoming Vanguard fourth graders on the days of June 14th – 16th.
New Business
· Patricia Mitchell announced that the Bona Fitness foundation will sponsor a fun run to raise awareness and address child obesity on March 20th. The cost is $15.00 per child and $25.00 per adult.  Contact Patricia M. for more info.

· Charlotte Mata gave a detailed report on the GT conference she attended. To receive more info. on this you can email her at cekm@swbell.net

Meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 
The next PTO meeting will be held on Thursday, April 1st in the evening.
