Askew PTO Minutes January 26, 2010
The meeting commenced at 8:15 am. 
Welcome and Recognition
· Kris O. thanked Lee Garcia (not present) on doing the teacher appreciation luncheon and a Target Gift Card was given to each teacher from the PTO. Kris read the thank you note written by Ms. Adell. She also received several others. 




Fundraising
Gently Read Book Sale 

· Book sale will take place Feb. 8, 9 and 10. Feb. 8 will be the preview day for all students and teachers. The book sale will take place on the 9th and 10th . Students will eat in their classrooms those days so that books can stay set up in the cafeteria.
· Jenn O. is still taking book donations, please bring them to school and she will pick them up.

Raffle

· Deb C. reported that 273 business solicitation letters have been sent off. 
· The ways donations are obtained are from parent donations, class donations and businesses. If you have businesses that you frequent, ask them for a donation for our school raffle. A box with the solicitation letters is available in Rm. 109 in the PTO yellow cabinet. Due to the economy, we may have less business donations this year.

School News – Mr. Abraham
· Mr. Abraham announced that Mr. Castro will leave Westside High School to be principal at Lee High School and his replacement will be Mike Mcdonnell from Pin Oak Middle School effective immediately.
· Contractors are working on T-Buildings and outside bathrooms so they will meet compliance standards. HISD is responsible for this task. Mr. Abraham also applied for more T-buildings and an additional outside restroom.

· Grades 2-5 have Smart Boards and grades Pk – 1 will receive them in the spring.

· Student CBA test scores increased from last year with the exception of 5th grade Reading. The next CBA will be a practice TAKs test to be given the week before Spring Break and on March 3rd, the 4th Grade Writing TAKS will take place. 
· The students enjoyed the CBA party and teachers agreed that the party was a good incentive to raise test scores.

· Mr. Abraham is tracking test score data, and has motivators in place to raise scores. In addition, groups of students that need intervention are participating in after school tutorials and Saturday tutorials. 

· The Askew website is up and running and will be re- done using Dream Weaver to create a new website that will look more up to date.

· Next year Mrs. Bothe will be the technology specialist and Mr. Taylor will be the new computer teacher.

· Askew will be receiving an AR upgrade in which every book that a quiz exists for will be included as well as a parent component to check number of points and quizzes taken.

· Fifth grade parents will have to wait for the Stanford test component to find out if a student qualifies for GT in Middle School. See Mrs. Engel if you want to know your student’s status.
Questions & Comments for Mr. Abraham:
· How can we go from a 7-day ancillary rotation to a 5-day one? Too many students to change schedule.

· How do we get our numbers down? This is an HISD zoning issue, will have to speak with our school board member Greg Meyers.

· Can we look at reducing our Pre-K number of classes? No, our community has the need for Pre-K and there is a waiting list. The district does not like to reduce Pre-K classes.
· School Zone light is not flashing on Wilcrest.
· Parent would like for Mr. Taylor next year to continue with internet safety lessons for students as Mrs. Bothe did in the past.

· Parent suggested that Askew put a permanent sign on the school identifying it as a “Magnet Vanguard
· School”. Mr. Abraham responded that currently a company is being brought in to audit the Magnet Program and is unsure of the programs future. 
Ms. Engle – Magnet Coordinator

· Encouraged parents to attend the Gifted and Talented conference to be held February 13th at the HISD main building.  

· Vanguard Academy will only offer Thursday classes after school. Fridays are no longer an option due to the teachers being too busy and logistical issues.
Treasurer – Financial Report 
· Jennifer O. went over financial report  Our PTO is doing well financially. Mr. Abraham used his principal fund money to give the teachers a lunch at Los Tios restaurant.  The $9300.00 in the technology fund has been to purchase Smart Boards for all the classrooms at the school. If you need more detailed information about the budget, she is available after the meeting with her laptop.
VIPS – Kim H. – no report
· Marci C. asked for  volunteers to help in the Living Garden from 9-12 on Saturday, Feb. 20th with the rain date being Sunday, Feb. 21st from 1-4
Membership, Services and Programs
SDMC Meeting Report

· Deborah C. reported that their was discussion about whether or not early dismissal will continue on Fridays.
· Parent requested that maybe at the night meeting Mr. Abraham could let parents know what professional development has been done so far on those early dismissal Fridays.
Bank Day

· Deborah C. reported that only 1 student is participating in Bank Day. She is at the school every Friday. She will send the information home again with students.
President 
· Nominating Committee – board members Dalia M. and April J. are on the committee. The committee is still in need of 1-2  parent/teachers and 3 general board members.
New Business
· Fifth Grade Movin On Committee will sponsor a free dress day on February 11th and a Valentines Day Party
· A raffle will also be held for a chance to have lunch with Mr. Abraham tickets to enter are $1.00

· Maurita Carrejo has volunteered to handle school supplies for next year.

The next PTO meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 23.
