Askew PTO General Board Minutes November 17, 2009
The meeting commenced at 8:15 am. 
In attendance
See PTO sign- in sheet – 13 members present
Welcome and Recognition
Minutes - approved





Fundraising
Scholastic Book Fair
· 25 % of $8,000 raised from the book fair will go back to the school.
· 60% of books requested by teachers were purchased.
Directory

· The directory will be coming out this month.

Gently Read Book Sale in February

· Please send books to the library or stage. Tim R. will contribute a tub with wheels to be placed on the stage to transport books.

Treasurer – Financial Report 
· Jennifer O. reported only one deposit so far on report not all money has been deposited yet for Book Fair. 

Magnet Awareness Week – (This week)

· If you are able to volunteer, please come. Tours at 9:00 am and 1:00 pm daily

Volunteers

· Another volunteer survey was sent home. Volunteers needed for Science Enrichment this Thursday.

Membership, Services and Programs
Mr. Ohl – West briar Principal

· Mr. Oh was not able to attend; a tentative meeting will be set for an evening in December.
SDMC Meeting Report

· Deborah C. reported that the committee discussed a reward system to be put into place regarding benchmark scores and improvements. The goal is for traditional students to score a 70 percent on at least one test and the Vanguard students to score a 90% on at least one test to receive a reward. A reward discussed was a school dance for those students meeting the goal.

· Teachers will reward individual scores as well with “Starbucks”. 

· School bathroom conditions were discussed and the restrooms have new toilet paper dispensers and a new janitorial schedule was set up.

Yahoo Groups

· Mr. Abraham suggested if you have major school concerns please discuss with him before posting on grade level yahoo groups.
Bank Day

· First Community Credit Union has an educational financial program in place – The Red Ranger Program. Askew will begin banking days on Fridays beginning December 11th.

Raffle

· Raffle is in need of a food chair if you are interested see Deborah C.

· Letters will go out to sponsors around January 1. The date set for raffle is tentatively April 10, 2010.
President

· Clubs will possibly be selling cookie dough as a fundraiser.  Arienne D. will be working with teachers and club members to organize.

School News – Mr. Abraham

· St. Judes Mathathon will begin November 30th. watch for information in your student’s red folder.

· Mr. Abraham and teachers are discussing an incentive component added in regards to TAKS testing.

· Fourth grade did not receive benchmark scores for Math because Everyday Mathematics did not line up with the HISD Math curriculum.

New Business

· Kindergarten mom, Candy L. expressed concern about communication with K and 1st grade parents.

· Some suggestions included to have more information about school events and various clubs on the website and a Frequently Asked Questions Section.
· The PTO membership and Gift Wrap Participation parties will be combined.
· The top Gift Wrap Sellers will attend a rally to win prizes. One for the younger grades and another one for the older grades.

Chess Club

· Students may join chess club starting in the first grade. They will need to take a test but do not need to know how to play chess.

· Club needs more parents who know how to play chess to participate in Chess Club Meetings after school on Monday’s until about 4:15.

Next General Board Meeting
Friday, 8:00 am., December 11, 2010 
Meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
Special Guest

Texas Representative Kristi Thibaut did not come to the meeting.
