Askew PTO General Board Minutes October 27, 2009
The meeting commenced at 8:15 am. 
In attendance
See PTO sign- in sheet – 28 members present
Welcome and Recognition
Thanks to Madeleine W. and Kim H.  for a successful gift-wrap fundraiser. Thanks to Tim R. and Amy P.  for a successful carnival.












Fundraising

Gift Wrap

· Gift Wrap fundraiser made over $34,000 and the school will receive 50 % of the profits. Four hundred students participated. There was some trouble with the server online but still a much better system than in the past.  Volunteers are needed to day to help inventory and separate gift-wrap orders by grade at 11:30 a.m. 
· Volunteer Opportunities: Help with the party for those students who sold one item and help will be needed for the Spin the Wheel Party for the top sellers.
· Suggestions: next year make it clear to parents that someone can enter their online gift wrap order if they are having difficulty or do not have access to a computer.
Carnival 

· The carnival raised over $7,000 minus any expenses that have not been turned in yet.

· Tim and Amy did a great job.

· Issues: The generator ran out of gas for some of the rides and Askew will be refunded the money. Also, there was some trouble with the popcorn machine. 
· Suggestions: Popcorn machine should be a two-person job. Also, the dunking booth needs to be moved so the balls being thrown are aimed at a fence as not to hit anyone.

Fall Scholastic Book Fair 

· The Scholastic Book Fair will be held the week of November 9th through the 13th.
· On Tuesday evening, a pajama event will take place with fall desserts and Mr. Abraham in his P.J.’s will be reading to the students. The choir will also be performing that evening.
· On Friday morning, there will be a small breakfast for Grandparents from 7:30 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.
· Volunteers are needed to put out books, cashier, and help with the evening event or the Grandparent breakfast.  

· No trinkets are to be sold this year, just more books. If a book is on the Scholastic list and the school runs out a student may put in a special request for that book. 

· The school earns 25% of the money earned from book sales. 

Suggestion:   A master list of books that teachers would like for their classroom is composed not stating the specific class it is for. Parents who wish to donate books to the teachers may do so this way. 

Gently Read Book Fair

· If you have books, you no longer need or want please bring to the school for the Gently Read Book Fair to be held in February.

Community Partners

· Fuddruckers and Princes are having a low turn out of Askew families this year, possibly due to the lack of advertising flyers.
Treasurer/Financial Report 

Jennifer O.  presented the treasurer report.

· Carnival numbers will change due to Cullen Amusements refund

· If you have a question about your particular area’s budget please see Jenn.
VIPS 

· Kim H.  is distributing lists of volunteers who have signed up for different events to the chairpersons.
· Science Enrichment is still in need of volunteers. November 19th is the next science enrichment day. Twenty-four slots need to be filled with volunteers. You do not have to be a fourth grade parent to participate

· Volunteer Comments about science enrichment: parents have lots of fun and the kids really appreciate it.
Membership 
· Membership is going well. There are 225 PTO members at this time. Quite a few teachers have joined. There will be a Lau party for those students whose families have joined the PTO.
Services and Programs
Landscaping

· Thanks to Deb and Ruth for filling in.  Six 10 inch potted plants are needed to put in the big pots by doors. See Deb C.
MARS
· Marie is still taking volunteers

Clubs

· Clubs are considering cookie dough for fundraising. Odyssey of the Mind will have teams of 3rd, 4th and 5th graders and a Primary Team of K-2. If you have questions about Odyssey of the Mind contact Arienne D.
· Teachers who sponsor clubs after school do receive a stipend.
Legislative
· Beatrice B.  reported that Greg Meyers would be holding two meetings. One is November 11th  at Sharpstown High School and at Westside High School on November 18th.   Mr. Abraham highly encourages all Askew parents to attend one of these meetings.

· The order of leadership in HISD’s West feeder pattern is as follows: HISD board of trustees, Dr. Greer, Ms. Thornhill, Ms. Mouton and Mr. Abraham
School Based Decision Making Committee) Update
· Teachers asked that parents not park in the teacher’s parking lot. Also, for the safety of the students do not park in the circle drive or any other area marked in red as those are for emergency vehicles

· A new cafeteria plan will be implemented in the morning before school to help with the noise level. If a student is not eating at the table, they will sit in rows on the floors by class. 2nd and 3rd grades will be on the black top. Students will be dismissed at 7:45 am.

      Raffle
· Deb C.  will be chairing the Raffle and needs volunteers. 
· If you are interested in purchasing a wreath to support the Boy Scouts see Deb.
Special Guest

· Anise Parker spoke about the upcoming Houston Mayoral race and answered questions. For more information on all the candidates for all the offices see www.lwvhouston.org
Principal

Mr. Abraham discussed the following:
· Greg Meyers has 13 million dollars to spend on the West feeder pattern and asked the principals to email him ways their schools could utilize the money. Mr. Abraham requested to repave the parking lot, fix the leaky roof and install a new AC for the main building. Also, additional lighting and drainage for the school.

· 3.5 million dollars in bond funds will be used to renovate bathrooms in the main building, security cameras, fencing, flooring and repair/replace electrical fixtures.

· Pre-K- 1st grade all have Smart Boards

· Mr. Abraham is looking for K-2 Science lab teacher. In addition, for students who need help in Science the company High Tech High Touch has been hired to do some Friday Science Camps in the fall and the spring. Areas to be studied include Erosion, Matter and Weathering.

· The Campus Based Curriculum Assessment first 9 wks benchmark scores will be coming home to parents.

· NNAT testing will be done for grades K and 5 the week of November 2nd.
· Tutorials will be offered on Saturday for identified students that need extra help with a ratio of six students per teacher.
· Friday November 13rh will be Science Night at Askew. Weather permitting the Astronomy Society will bring their telescopes for viewing. 
· Literacy night was a success, the children had fun seeing the teachers dressed in costumes

Magnet Awareness Week

· November 16th – 20th is Magnet Awareness week.  

· Important Dates:  West Region Magnet Awareness November 7, and Askew GT Expo. 5-6:30 November 18th 

New Business

· A Vanguard forum Team will meet monthly and will be composed of two parents and two teachers meeting once a month. 

· Also, Vanguard will have a blog and an email – blast to communicate with Vanguard parents.

· Mr. Abraham will be receiving a leadership award from the Asian Society of Houston. Congratulations!

Possible Fundraisers:

· Nutcracker Market: parents and/or friends may sell products and /or crafts at a table by donating $50.00 to the school, to take place on December 4th and 5th.
· Santa’s Toy box:  A company comes in and sells small items for Christmas gifts and the school receives a percent of the profit on December 4th and 5th.  Email Dalia M. if interested.

Next General Board Meeting
Tuesday, November  17 th at 8:00 a.m.
Meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
