Askew PTO General Board Minutes September 22, 2009
The meeting commenced at 8:15 am. 
Minutes from the August meeting were read and approved
In attendance
See PTO sign- in sheet – 15 members present
Budget/Financial Report 
Jennifer O. presented the treasurer report.
· Some items purchased by the PTO included AR quizzes, student planners and teachers spending money.
· Yearbook expense was moved to the income section
· The 2009-2010 PTO Budget was approved
Fundraising

Gift Wrap

· Gift Wrap orders and coupons are coming in, note that the system can overload when putting in orders online.
· Orders are due on September the 24th by 3:20 to be counted on time and checks need to be made payable to Askew PTO.
Carnival 

· Special thanks to our corporate sponsors: AuPair Care – Live In Childcare, Westside Tennis Club, Heritage Realty, Cornerstone Automotive, Texas Center for Neuromuscular Therapy, PTS – Production Testing Services, All American Brothers Your Best Choice and SEBA – World of Steel. 
· Also thanks to all the Askew families that sponsored the T-Shirts. 
· The carnival food will include pizza, popcorn, snow cones, soda and water. 

· T-shirts will be possibly light blue or tie-dyed. 

· Tim R. is talking to restaurants about donating food and Patricia M. is looking for game volunteers and water balloons.

Fall Scholastic Book Fair 

· The Scholastic Book Fair will be held the week of November 9th through the 13th.
· An evening pajama event will take place with fall desserts and Mr. Abraham reading to the students. 

· Some of the money from profits will be given to teachers to buy books.
Directory

· Susan B. is still taking ads for the Askew Directory.
Community Partners

· Jill L. is working on getting the Kroger card so that a portion of our purchases will go to the school.
· We have the Randall’s card, if you shop there let them know your child attends Askew Elementary.
· Our restaurant nights are at Fuddruckers and Princes, a portion of our purchases will go to Askew
VIPS 

· Volunteers are needed for the carnival.

· For volunteer purposes and chaperoning a field trip, you must have a background check cleared through the HISD system, see the front office for details.
· If you would like to be on the Vanguard email list let Kim H. know.

Membership 
· Membership is going well. 200 - 250 members at this time.   
President

· Concerns were expressed about the carpool line being slower due partially to the construction on Hayes Road. People are getting impatient and cutting in line. Some suggestions to alleviate the problem included  having more safety patrols and more adults present outside during carpool time

Principal

Mr. Abraham discussed the following:
· On September 30th Askew will have a  training for parents to learn about HISD’s new computer program Grade Speed that allows parent access to grades.

· This Thursday a Vanguard parent meeting will take place.

· Early dismissal is going well; the teachers are receiving a lot of teacher training and professional development.

· October 22nd will be literacy night.

· For security purposes, all those entering the school must check in at front office and receive a printed nametag.
· Literacy night is still scheduled for October 22.

Next General Board Meeting
Tuesday, October 27th at 8:00 a.m.
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m.
