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The First Steps
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In the first nine weeks in math class the fantasticth graders worked on adding, 3
subtracting, comparing, and ordering decimals. Tdley made organized lists and 2

worked backwards to solve problems. This helps tbeumt money, and everyone
wants to count money. It would be a disaster if gouldn’t! | mean, we use it

everyday.

In social studies the fourth graders studied abi@igroups of American Indians
who lived in Texas before Columbus’s discovery gr@Spanish explorers that

came to Texas after Columbus’s discovery. Theyedthat the Indians adapted

to their environment by using the natural resouszesind them. This is important

because to understand Texas'’s history you neddrtovgth the early people and

understanding Texas back then helps to understaatisrgoing on now. The

students had to work hard and they loved the ezpeg.

In reading class students learned about medisgsgnand expository text. Boy
did they enjoy it! Media are the newspapers monasdads love to read. Fantasy
is filled with trolls, goblins, and fairiesxpository texts are those huge books that
students use in classes like math and social stud@w that they've learned these
different genres they are going to write a fantsteyy of their own! | wonder what

the stories will be about. Do you? | wish | wadaarth grade again.






"# $ % &

%

$ nn




1)



&

# $%




99



/| C % '
! ! 11
! ' # O# #1 C
#1 & & 2 %
- ] I
! #1 C ' !
/| E
* 6, + A
A B ) 5 A
!
1 | * >
! 9
Phenomenal Fifth Grade
+ 1 4<

Ms. Kurland’s math classes worked
on two Olympiad contests for thé"2
9 weeks. She says that her children
love working on it and the problems
are challenging yet appropriate.
Olympiad has interesting problems
that correlate to national math
standards. She also says that the
problems the kids do include
geometry, logic, and other skills.
There are 2 particular Olympiad
problems that are interesting. One is
called the Rachel problem. It talks
about Rachel leaving home at 7:45
am and getting back at 4:05 pm but
wants to know how many hours and
minutes she was away from home.
The other one is called Canoeing on
a River. It talks about one dad that
weighs 200 pounds, two boys that
weigh 100 pounds each, and a canoe
that can only hold 200 pounds, but
you want to find how all three people
can cross the river. She says that

when the kids start
doing an assignment
they don’t groan and
complain, but instead
they persevere to
complete it.

Ms. Calhoun’s classes
read a “whodunit” which
means they solved a
mystery. They read the
bookThe Westing

Game The students had
to journal their thoughts
as they read the book so
they could put the clues
together to solve the
mystery. She thinks her
students liked the book
but they thought the end
was better than the
beginning. After reading
the mystery she started a
unit on exploration.

Students learned that Columbus

did not explore the United

States, but there wensany othe

explorers who did!
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